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APRIL CHAPTER MEETING:
April 11, 2002 (THURSDAY)
Plant Tour and Student Activity Night
Plant Tour at Ford Glass Plant (Visteon)
On 129th E. Ave. between 51st & 61st

6:00 Dinner and Business
7:00 Tour
Cost: $20.00

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Bill Hanlon

We had a great turnout for the March
meeting. They even had to call the chef
back in to prepare extra meals. I would
like to thank Chuck Vittorio of FOF
Industries for the tech session on fabric
duct, and Leon Kloostra of Titus for the
program on Surgical Room Design. I
also want to thank David Knebel of
AAON for sharing with us the important
role Technical Committees play in
ASHRAE Research.

One of the key points of our March
Chapter meeting was the recognition of
AAON and the Mechanical Contractors
Association for their Golden Circle
contributions to ASHRAE Research last
year. Again this year both of these
contributors renewed their
commitments to our Chapter and
Society with $10,000 Golden Circle
donations. Their continued support is
greatly appreciated. Most of us
participate at the Chapter or Regional
level in ASHRAE. Through our
contributions to research we are able to
reach beyond these boundaries and
help advance the HVACR industry as a
whole. When called upon, I hope you
will Accept the Challenge to help
support this vital part of our
organization.

March was also Past Presidents Night.
It was good to see so many of our past
presidents in attendance. The strength
of our Chapter is due in large part to
the active role these members take to
help guide others to follow in their
footsteps. They can take great pride in
being “yellow badges”. Next year when
you see my yellow badge, you can say
to yourself “Hey, if he can do it, I know I
can!” You will have plenty of help along
the way.

April is going to be a busy month,
starting with our plant tour on the 11th.
Ron McGill has arranged a tour of the
Ford Glass Plant (now called Visteon).
Dinner will be at 6:00pm, during which
the student scholarships will be
awarded. We will also elect the officers
and Board of Governors for next year.
After dinner we can count on an
interesting and informative trip through
the glass making process. This would
be a great meeting to bring guests or
prospective new members.

Membership Chair Nancy Clowdus and
Research Promotion Chair Dave Lam
will be working to reach their goals
before CRC. They have both done a
great job this year, and we can help
push them over the top.

April will have a big finish with CRC in
Little Rock on the 25th- 27th. The
Arkansas Chapter promises a “Rock
and Roll” fun time at the newly
renovated Peabody Hotel (complete
with ducks). This is a great way to see
what ASHRAE is all about.

I look forward to seeing you on the 11th

for the plant tour, and on the 25th in
Little Rock.
Bill Hanlon can be reached at 622-1500

ENCOMPASS MECHANICAL
SERVICES
By Ron Spencer, Historian

Dave Shaw and Brad Carr started
Omni Mechanical Company in the early
1980's. Initially their work consisted of
tenant finishing in Oklahoma City and
some work in Tulsa. This was an
especially difficult time to be starting a
business in Oklahoma. The mass
exodus of the oil industries to Houston
and general recession caused many
established businesses to fail. New
startups were indeed a struggle. Brad
took a job in Atlanta and sold his half of
Omni Mechanical Company to Dave.
Times were tough for Dave. In October
of 1986, Dave made contact with Jim
Lewis, owner of the Lewis Companies,
and they formed a partnership called
Omni Mechanical Services. Dan Irick
answered a “blind ad”, while teaching at
Climate Control Institute. Dan was
writing course curriculum for advanced
HVAC courses at CCI. When he walked
into the interview with Dave, he was
told Omni had one contract, Joe Marina
Auto Mall at 91st and Memorial. Dave
told Dan he was thinking of going back
to Kansas to take a teaching job, he
advised Dan to keep his day job. Dan
took the job and did the work at night,
keeping his day job.

The one job grew into a number of
small projects, and growth continued. In
less than two years, they were the
successful bidder on the first phase of
the University Center at Tulsa (UCAT).
At that time they had three or four



employees, a couple of trucks and
ambition to keep them going.

Their offices were located just south of
the Sears Warehouse, consisting of two
offices with a garage behind. When
they secured UCAT they hired Lou
Torbett as a design engineer. At that
time they had one toolbox and hired all
the manpower to do UCAT. Tony
Beeson came on board at that time. He
and Dan spent evenings attempting to
determine what tools to buy for the
workmen. They scheduled crews for
each work function and then “built”, on
paper, the necessary tool requirements
for each crew. Dan never had so much
fun as when buying all the tool sets.
Typical “guy” thing, to be turned loose
buying tools. He bought a half dozen
drills, innumerable ladders, hand tools,
etc.
They now had a major project, tools
and just needed people.

The initial group of employees
consisted of Dave Shaw, Dan Irick,
Jack Nosan, Wes Smith (not Wes
Smith Consulting engineer), James
Avery, Jack Carlton, Wiley Mason, Lou
Torbett, Marshall Jackson, and Bob
Stephens. With this crew in place, new
tools in hand, UCAT was completed on
schedule and within estimates. This
project was the stepping stone for
OMNI.

At the very end of the UCAT project,
Bob Rohde joined the company. Bob
then ran the National Check Printer
Project [in Broken Arrow].  At this time
the company moved to the new facility
just east of HWY 169, providing
adequate shop and office space to
accommodate the increase in staff.
Shortly after relocation, Lonnie Chaffin
joined the firm.  The next big project
was Laureate Psychiatric Center,
followed by American Airlines Turbine
Engine overhaul project.
Bob Crawford joined the company to
run the Laureate and American Airlines
projects. Bob brought additional project
experience and computer expertise to
the fledgling company. Bob established
costing procedures into database form,
which allowed daily evaluation of
project costs and job progress status.
For a beginning company this
information proved invaluable in
managing cash flow and manpower
allocation.

Rick Helms joined the company as
project manger and handled several

major projects, including hospital
expansions at both Saint Francis and
St. John. The projects continued to
grow in size, UCAT (second phase), St.
John’s Hospital, Cancer Center St
Francis Hospital, TRMC (Osteopathic
Hospital), and Hillcrest Hospital. With
the exception of Dan Irick, most of the
key people came from either McIntosh
Company or Natkin & Company.

In 1999 Building One acquired the
company, and in the same year
Building One merged with Group Max
and became Encompass. Encompass
continued to acquire peripheral
companies related to the construction
industry. They have grown to a $4.5
Billion company, and are located in the
top 200 cities with 30,000 employees
providing janitorial services, electrical
systems, power companies; including
EDG and Lewis Companies.

In 2001, Dave completed his tenure
and retired. At that time Bob Crawford
became Vice President of Encompass
Mechanical Services of Tulsa and
manages the Tulsa operation.
Ron Spencer can be reached at 622-8191

APRIL MEETING WILL BE A PLANT
TOUR
By Pam Dunlap

For our April meeting each year we tour
facilities related to the industry.
This year's tour, on April 11, will be the
Ford Glass Plant (Visteon). There will
be a brief meeting and a dinner before
the tour.

Further details will be e-mailed to
members with the final meeting notice.
Pam Dunlap can be reached at 587-4747 or
pbdunlap@matrixae.com

MARCH PROGRAM REVIEW
By Cary Pestel, Secretary

Our guest speaker for this evening was
Leon Kloostra with Titus.  Leon has
been with Titus for 45 years and
received his first patent on a step down
diffuser at the age of 19.  He led an
interesting discussion on air distribution
in surgical rooms.  His studies led to
changes in the way an operating room
should be set up and how air is
distributed in surgical rooms to avoid
spreading deadly bacteria.
Cary Pestel can be reached at 664-9756 or email:
cpestel@2boonesales.com

MARCH TECH SESSION REVIEW
By Pam Dunlap

Mr. Chuck Vittorio of FOF Industries
presented thirty-six members with
fabric ductwork data.  FOF Industries is
one of a few manufacturers of fabric
ductwork.  Mr. Vittorio described
available materials from the
manufacturers of fabric ductwork, size
availability (diameter and length),
temperature rating, installation options
and application consid-erations
(velocity/throw).  Both permeable and
non-permeable fabric is available; non-
permeable is more versatile as the
permeable tends to act as a filter and
gather dust.  The duct is considered a
plenum, branches are attached
anywhere along the duct.  Generally, it
is best to supply the duct from both
ends.  Throughout the discussion, he
provided examples of projects done
over the years, one of which was
installed at less than 10% the cost of a
sheet metal project.  Mr. Vittorio
answered questions and then provided
a demonstration with a sample duct
connected to a fan.
Pam Dunlap can be reached at 587-4747 or
pbdunlap@matrixae.com

REFRIGERATION
By Ron Huntley, Chair

My special "thank you" to all of those
who attended the Albertson's
Distribution Center Refrigeration Plant
tour. We would also like to express our
sincere appreciation to Mr. Rick
Bingaman, Facility Maintenance
Manager, who conducted our tour.

Albertson's has 19 Distribution Centers
across the nation. The Tulsa Center is
a medium size facility covering more
than 750,000 square feet. This center
has seven screw compressors pumping
49,000 pounds of ammonia refrigerant



through the system. The Tulsa location
is state of the art, not only in the
refrigeration system, but also in all
other areas of the plant design. The
facility here in Tulsa covers an eight-
state area and has 2.5 miles of
conveyer belt, computer controlled
through out the facility. During the tour
the group was treated to high
temperature areas, medium
temperature areas and a low
temperature area, reaching 18 de-
grees. The plant design allows it to be
down for 12 hours before any product
losses would occur. In the fresh meat
area, the turn over is every 5 to 7 days.
From this area we were guided to the
compressor area and then to the roof of
the facility to view the evaporators and
penthouses.
Ron Huntley can be reached at 663-7883 or
rhuntley@worldnet.att.net

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
By Chad Marazas, Committee Chair

The April meeting will be our last
student night of the year. The chapter
will be giving four scholarships to local
students from Oklahoma State
University-Okmulgee and Tulsa
University. We would also like to thank
all those students who attended the
chapter meetings throughout the past
year. If you know of any students from
other schools that would like to attend
our meeting please contact Chad
Marazas at 317-3151
Chad Marazas can be reached at (918) 250-5522 or
marazas69@aol.com

RESEARCH PROMOTION
By David Lam, Research Chair

The calling campaign is moving along
well now and we have made significant
progress.  I want to thank Norm
Asbjornson and Jack Kurle for being
present at last month’s meeting so that
we could properly recognize AAON and
MCAA of Eastern Oklahoma for their
continued support of ASHRAE
Research.

Our chapter is extremely fortunate to
have the support of these two
organizations.

Our research committee will reconvene
sometime this last week of March to get
a better feel of how our calling
campaign is going this year.  We got off
to a slow start but have picked up a lot
of steam over the last couple of weeks.
We are making it a goal of ours to try to
get as many people to donate on the

honor level as possible.  Recognition is
a key part of ASHRAE sustaining
contributors; we can’t give the
recognition you deserve without at least
an honor roll donation.
David Lam can be reached at (918) 258-4059

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION
By Nancy Clowdus, Membership

In the spirit of featuring an ASHRAE
benefit every month, I will expand on
last month’s feature while addressing
one of membership’s biggest problems
– delinquency.

Many of you have and will continue to
receive calls about your delinquent
dues.  By the numbers, one might
conclude that our membership is
downright terrible about paying dues,
but I have a different conclusion.
According to the monthly chapter
changes reports that I receive from
Society, our chapter has had over 60
address and phone number changes
this ASHRAE year.   Over half of our
delinquents are that way only because
they fail to change their personal
information with society whenever they
move or change jobs.  Most
delinquents don’t even realize they
haven’t paid because they haven’t
received invoices at their new
addresses.  This brings us back to last
month’s feature….

The ASHRAE webpage is a quick and
easy way to update your information.
Simply log on to www.ashrae.org, enter
your member number and pin, and
select member services.  It will instruct
you through the process.  If you are
anti-internet, simply call me and I will
fill out an information change card and
send it to society.  I encourage
everyone to stay current and pay those
dues.  If you are unsure about your
information, please contact me.

NEW MEMBERS:
Charles Fitch – Plumbing Contractors
of OK
James Neal, Jr. – Boone and Boone
Nancy Clowdus can also be reached at (918) 491-6600
or njclowdus@aol.com

TEGA
By Steve Uerling, Chair

The following article was taken from
ASHRAE’s Web Site:

ASHRAE Fellow Named to National
Counterterrorism Panel

ATLANTA -- A Fellow of ASHRAE has
been appointed to a National Academy
of Sciences panel on countering
terrorism.

Lawrence Spielvogel, PE, a consulting
engineer in King of Prussia, Pa., will
serve on the "Science and Technology
for Countering Terrorism: Panel on
Energy Facilities, Cities and Fixed
Infrastructure." He is the only heating,
ventilating and air-conditioning
engineer on the panel.

The panel is one of several panels
operating under the Academy's
Committee on Science and Technology
for Countering Terrorism. Panelists will
identify current concepts and
opportunities for research that will
reduce the nation's vulnerability to
terrorism directed at energy facilities,
buildings and other essential, fixed
infrastructure elements. A report from
the panel will be issued in fall 2002.

"This is the most unique, complex and
challenging assignment that engineers
face today," Spielvogel said. "A
multidisciplinary approach will be
required. It also requires understanding
the conditions that exist in the many
and varied existing buildings,
infrastructures and facilities."
Spielvogel serves as chair of the
ASHRAE Standard 90.1-project
committee, Energy Standard for
Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential
Buildings. He is past chair of the
ASHRAE Standard 105-project
committee, Standard Methods of
Measuring and Expressing Building
Energy Performance.

He also has served on and chaired
ASHRAE technical committees on
energy utilization, computer
applications and service water heating,
and on the Research and Technical
Committee.
Steve Uerling can be reached at lbce@swbell.net



MARCH MEETING MINUTES
By Cary Pestel, Secretary

A chapter meeting was held on March
14, 2002 at Tulsa Marriott, Southern
Hills.

President Bill Hanlon called the
meeting to order at 6:35. He welcomed
our guests and announced that it was
Past President’s night.

Ron Spencer gave the invocation.

David Lam, Research Promotion Chair,
presented awards to the Mechanical
Contractors Associations of Eastern
Oklahoma (MCA), and AAON, both
Golden Circle investors.  Dave
announced that we are the only chapter
in the region that has two Golden Circle
donation companies.  Norm
Asbjornson, AAON, took a few minutes
to speak on behalf of AAON.  He
offered an invitation to tour their facility
and mentioned the benefits of having
ASHRAE and their research in this
industry.  Jacob Kurle accepted the
award for MCA and asked everyone
involved with MCA to stand and be
recognized. Members of the Local
Union 430 attended as our guests.

Bill Hanlon asked everyone in
attendance to support ASHRAE by
making a donation to ASHRAE
research.

David Knebel gave a brief presentation
of ASHRAE’s technical committees,
and discussed the importance of these
committees.  The TC’s are the basis for
the ASHRAE handbooks.  All of the
information that goes into the ASHRAE
handbook comes from the TC’s.  David
discussed how the committees are
organized and how a person can join a
TC.

Past presidents were recognized and a
group photo was taken.  Richard
Shoemaker addressed our chapter and
discussed some of the major
differences in our Chapter in the early
1950’s and today.

Danny Hancock with Encompass is also
the Plumbing Advisory Board
President.  Danny informed our
ASHRAE chapter that Tulsa Tech is
planning on dropping the Plumbing
trade from its curriculum.  He explained
that the community needs a program
such as this and will lose it without the
support of the industry.  He asked for

companies to consider offering
sponsorships to students or possibly
scholarships.

Program: Our guest speaker for this
evening was Leon Kloostra with Titus.

Bill Hanlon announced the date of CRC
and asked everyone to attend and
support the chapter.
Cary Pestel can be reached at 664-9756 or email:
cpestel@2boonesales.com

MARCH BOG MINUTES
By Cary Pestel, Secretary

The Board of Governors meeting was
held on March 14, 2002 Marriott
Southern Hills.  President Bill Hanlon
called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m.
Minutes: Upon review by the Board, a
motion was made and seconded for
approval of the January 17, 2002 Board
of Governor’s meeting minutes, And
the February 21, 2002 Board of
Governor’s meeting minutes
Treasurer: Steve Johnson distributed
the treasurer’s report. After a brief
discussion it was filed for audit.
Newsletter: Mary Bowers inquired
about the sorting and collating of the
newsletter being a slow process.  The
printing process is working great but the
sorting and collating is a problem.
There was some discussion about
changing the date of our Board meeting
to allow more time to get the newsletter
together.  A decision was made to keep
with our existing plan and possibly
change our meeting dates next year.
Research Promotion: Collections are
running smoothly and we are not far off
of last year’s pace.
Membership: Nancy Clowdus an-
nounced that we had 19 new members,
so things are going well.  All delinquent
people have indicated that they will be
sending checks for dues.
Programs: Bill Hanlon reported that we
are searching for a contact name at
Williams to complete the final plans for
our plant tour. (Editor’s Note: The Plant
tour has been changed to the Ford
Glass Plant.)
Student Activities: There were a
couple of OSU-Stillwater students in
attendance at the March Meeting.  Next
month will be student scholarship
month and both of our student advisors
have been notified of our plant tour.
Student scholarship recipients have
been chosen and Chad is planning on
giving the names to Steve Johnson
next week.
Refrigeration: Ron Huntley an-
nounced that we had 14 members and

3 guests at the Albertson Distribution
plant tour.  The meeting place for the
Oklahoma City has changed to the
South Central Lobby Area (Reno Street
Entrance) at the Myriad Convention
Center in OKC.  Hard hats are required
for the tour. The Farm Fresh plant tour
has been cancelled.
TEGA: Steve Uerling reported
additional points for the plant tours.
 Directory: Pam Dunlap has sold a few
directories and has more for those who
need them.
Attendance: Our call list had 94 people
on our reservation list for tonight’s
meeting.
Reception: John Hilger announced that
the membership badges are getting
more organized every meeting.
Website: The newsletter went up with
the PDF format this month and it is
going to be a good change.
Honors and Awards: Gene Redford is
looking for names to use for honors and
awards.  Everyone needs to update his
or her biography on the ASHRAE
website.
CRC Action: Keith Browne distributed
a PAOE point summary.  We are in
second place behind Monterrey. We
should receive additional TEGA points
after tonight’s meeting.  We will also
pick up some refrigeration points from
our refrigeration tour.
Nominating Committee: Paul Roberts
reported that there has been some
activity but there is nothing new to
report.  The ballot will be in the next
newsletter.
Cary Pestel can be reached at 664-9756 or email:
cpestel@2boonesales.com



Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter of ASHRAE
Ballot for Election of Officers

2002/2003

Ballot:  The following individuals have been nominated. Each has agreed to serve if elected. You may “write in”
another individual in the blank shown, providing he/she has agreed to serve. Please complete this ballot, including
your signature, and return by fax to your Chapter’s Nominating Committee Chairman, Paul Roberts at (918) 663-
8543 or bring to the April chapter meeting.

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President-Elect:
� Cary Pestal

            �           __________________

Secretary:
ÿ Steve Johnson

ÿ __________________

Treasurer:
ÿ 

ÿ __________________

BOARD of GOVERNORS

Paul Roberts

Keith Browne

Ron Huntley

Jack Tumilty

Ron Spencer

_________________

Signature:  _____________________


